HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

In all epic poems, one is certain to find heroes and
their allies, who distinguish themselves by courage and wisdom,
With regard to the heroines in the two epics, Sita bears many
privations and sufferings and is faithful to the valiant Rama
to the last; so it is an injustice to compare her to the fickle
spouse of good Menelaus. "That the older poem (the Rama-
yana)" accordingly says Dr. Winternitz, "actually served
as a model to Aswaghosha, proves that long before his time,
it must have been composed. This agrees well with the fact
that in the older and genuine portion of the Ramayana, no
trace of Greek influence or any acquaintance with the Greeks
is to be found. The two places in which the Yavanas were
alluded to, are probably not genuine. There can be no ques-^
tion about the improbability of the theory, which was brought
forward by Weber, of the influence of the Homeric epic on the
poem of ValmikL Between the carrying away of Helena and
Sita, between the invasion of Lanka and of Troy, there is not
even a distant resemblance of the motif, and between the
bending of the bow by Rama and by Odysseus, there is quite
a distant resemblance."

On the other hand, we may assert with good reason in
agreement with Fiske ("Myth and Myth-makers") that "the
elements of the myth of the Trojan war are to be found in the
Rig-Veda." In the Vedas, the Trojan war is carried on in the
sky, between the bright dieties and the demons of night; but
the Greek poet, "influenced perhaps by some dim historical
tradition, has located the contest on the shores of the Helles-
pont, and in his mind the actors, though superhuman, are
still completely anthropomorphic. Of the true origin of his
epic poetry he knew as little as Euhemeros or Lord Bacon
or the Abbe Banier.

But first to define the Epic. If we mean by this word
the genesis of epic story, as may be gathered from the
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